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NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2025 
 

I hope summer is treating you all well so far. I am taking a break from numerous DIY projects and am 
enjoying the back-end of the heatwave sitting in my garden while I type this. 

There is no “meet the club” item in this edition but I may come knocking on your door for the next one! 

We have just hosted the PAGB Inter Federation Print Championships 2025 and a huge thanks to Ferg 
and the team for ensuring that it ran smoothly. In particular, we enjoyed success in the nature section. 
As Ferg reports below, we had prints from only a few clubs from which to select our entries. Perhaps 
we were not sufficiently clear in our requests but we will clarify in the rules for the coming season that 
we reserve the right to use any images from the league, championships and exhibition for PAGB and 
other external competitions. 

Sabine Tillie-Davidson of Basingstoke Camera Club currently has a panel of 6 images hanging in the 
Saatchi Gallery in London as part of the RHS Botanical Art and Photography Show. Not only that, it won 
awards too! 

The SCPF Audio-Visual Championships will be taking place in October and, of course, we want to see 
your club taking part this year. Suzie gives you an update in this edition. 

Finally, let’s wish Chichester and Yately Camera Clubs the best of luck as they represent the SCPF in 
the PAGB Inter-Club Projected Digital Image Championship in Warwick, this Sunday 6th July! 

Stewart Lacey 
SCPF President 

PAGB Inter-Federation Print Championships 2025 
By Ferg Cowhig, PAGB Competition Secretary for the PAGB 

The PAGB runs a number of national competitions each year – one of which and perhaps the most 
prestigious is the Inter-federation National Print competition.  In this competition, the 15 federations 
compete with their best work against each other in 3 sections – Mono, Colour and Nature. The 
regions can submit up to 20 entries in each section with the best 15 scores to count in each section. 
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This year on the 21st June, the SCPF had 
the honour of hosting the event for the 
1st time in many years and Tony Oliver 
and myself (Ferg Cowhig) had the task of 
organising and arranging the event 
which was a closed event to save on 
costs. We had an army of willing helpers 
from Salisbury, Chichester, Southampton 
and New Forest plus others who all 
mucked in to make this a smooth-
running successful competition. 

Like our own Regional Championships, there were 3 judges, in this case appointed by the PAGB - 
Adrian Lines MPAGB FBPE EFIAP from L&CPU (Lancashire and Cheshire), David Smith LRPS CPAGB 
BPE1 from SPA (Surrey) and our very own Sue Sibley FIPF ARPS DPAGB EFIAP/g BPE5 from the SCPF. 
The 3 judges each mark out of 5 and subsequently when each section is scored, the judges choose 
50 prints from each (150 in total) to become a travelling national exhibition, so to have work 
accepted is a real honour.  

I have included the results below and I have also included thumbnails of the images that we selected 
for the event. Sadly, there were not many clubs that offered work for selection which I hope will 
change for next year but special thanks to Southampton, Chichester, Lymington, BH, Yateley and 
New Forest for their support in 
providing work. The titles in bold 
were selected for the exhibition 
and they will be on tour around 
the country for a year. Special 
congratulations go to Ian Roberts 
DPAGB, from Chichester CC who 
won the Best Image in the Nature 
section.  Ian, together with Julia 
Wainwright from the same club 
had 6 out of 6 entries accepted 
into the exhibition which certainly 
helped Southern Counties achieve 
first place in that section!   

 

 

 

  

The judges: Adrian Lines, Sue Sibley and David Smith 

Ian Roberts with his winning image 
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Inter-Federation Mono Print Competition overall scores 

 

Inter-Federation Mono Print Competition SCPF Individual Scores 

 

The ticks in column E in each section indicate images selected for exhibition 
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SCPF Mono Print Competition Entries
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Inter-Federation Colour Print Competition overall scores 

 

Inter-Federation Colour Print Competition SCPF Individual Scores 

 

Note, our entry number 5 (shown in red) was disqualified because it had been entered in a previous competition. 
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SCPF Colour Print Competition Entries 
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Inter-Federation Nature Print Competition overall scores 

 

Inter-Federation Nature Print Competition SCPF Individual Scores 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe Feeding Chick by Ian Roberts was selected best image in the nature section 
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SCPF Nature Print Competition Entries 
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Entries to the SCPF Roll of Honour 
I was delighted to surprise two new recipients of the SCPF Roll of Honour award at their respective 
club meetings. 

Margret Preece has been a member of 
Chichester Camera Club for over 25 years, 
giving quiet, dedicated and exceptional service 
to the club throughout her membership. 
Margret has supported the club in a number 
of roles including 7 years as slide competition 
secretary, organising prints for over 20 years 
in the annual exhibition, running the print 
raffle at the advanced workers exhibition and, 
for over a decade, placing prints on the stand 
during competitions. Fellow members 
described Margret as “one of those vital few 
who make sure the club runs smoothly”. 

 

Mark Lanigan was stepping down as 
Chairman of Lymington Camera Club after 8 
years in the role. He has been a member of 
the club for over 14 years and was 
instrumental in keeping the club going 
through the dark days of Covid lockdown. He 
has also inspired members through training 
sessions and organised outings. He is also 
the club’s technical officer and continues to 
develop the club website. 

As he is succeeded by Alan Harris as the club 
Chairman, we can be sure that Mark will not 
be disappearing into the sunset 
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Huge Success for Basingstoke Camera Club Member 
How many of us aspire to have our 
photographic work exhibited at a 
prestigious location, such as the 
Saatchi Gallery in London? This is 
precisely what has been achieved by 
Sabine Tillie-Davidson ARPS CPAGB, 
Programme Secretary of Basingstoke 
Camera Club. 

Her panel of 6 images, entitled 
“Interconnectedness of Life” was 
amongst the 18 shortlisted in the RHS 
Botanical Art and Photography Show 
2025. If that wasn’t enough, on 12th 
June, her panel was awarded the RHS 
gold medal as well as Best Portfolio 
Photography Exhibit. 

Sabine’s “usual” genre is portraiture, though she enjoys experimenting and working on projects. I 
asked her how this award-winning panel came about. 

How did you become aware of the competition, and what inspired you to enter it? 

“I visited the Edward Burtynsky exhibition at the Saatchi Gallery last summer. Whilst there, I saw a 
poster advertising the 2024 RHS Botanical Art and Photography Show, and I thought that it would be 
rather nice to have my images hanging in a gallery like that. I looked into what I would need to do to 
enter, and I decided I would have a go at putting together a panel.” 

What is the official brief for entry? 

“I needed to submit a body of work based on a series of six images that have a cohesive theme 
within the spectrum of plants, gardens, and landscapes, plus a statement describing the work.” 

Did you come up with this project idea specifically for this competition and how did it come about? 
Were there any rejected/ abandoned ideas leading up to it? 

“I already had one image that I created a few years ago. When I was trimming my lilac tree, it 
occurred to me that the clippings looked a little like a pair of lungs (I have a medical background). 
That gave me the idea to create an image that looked like a proper set of lungs. I used nothing but 
tiny leaves and twigs collected from my garden. I also already had the idea of making a heart using 
the bags full of dried rose petals I have collected over the years. All I had to do to complete the 6-
image panel was choose some other organs, and work out which plants to use to make the 
connection between the botanical and human world.” 

Your panel was shortlisted in the final 18 to be exhibited at the Saatchi Gallery. How many entries 
were there in total? 

“I’m not sure, but there were entries from across the world. ‘Best Single Image’ Award and ‘Judges’ 
Special Award’ were both won by USA photographers.” 
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What was the process of conceiving, designing, and executing each image, and how long did the 
process take? Were there many iterations/ failures? 

“I created more images of different organs than I needed. That was done over the summer and into 
the autumn. However, the ones that did not fit in the panel tonally, I did not use for my submission. 
Most images took about a day to assemble, not counting the prep work of sourcing the botanical 
material or the design of the images. It was important to me to get the anatomy as correct as 
possible. All plant material was placed on a light box with surgical precision using tweezers and a 
steady hand. 

Of course, after I cleared the first hurdle and was shortlisted for the exhibition, I then had to print my 
images to a standard worthy of being exhibited at the Saatchi Gallery. I had bought an A3+ printer 
not long before I started work on this panel. The printing process proved to be a very steep learning 
curve, but I am very proud of how good the images look in print. To receive a gold medal on my first 
entry to this competition was fantastic, but to also be chosen as Best Portfolio Photography Exhibit 
was way beyond anything I expected or dared dream of!” 

What materials did you use for each of the final images? 

“To be honest, most of the material came from my garden (twigs and leaves), from things I already 
had in the house (fruit, nuts, seeds, rose petals, raffia), or plants I collected by the roadside (bracken 
and dock seed). The only thing I bought specifically for the panel was the gypsophila I used for the 
brain. For the paper, I chose Bamboo paper from the Hahnemuhle Natural Line Collection.” 

After such a fantastic achievement, what next? 

“I have an idea for another panel, but it might not get done in time for next year’s entry deadline. 
However, I will try again because I enjoy the creative aspect of making images, and this competition 
suits me well.” 

The exhibition is running at the Saatchi Gallery until the 27th July 2025 so, if you happen to be in 
London, why not drop by to have a look.  

 

Here is Sabine’s panel and accompanying artistic statement – 

“In the tapestry of life, human existence is inextricably intertwined with that of plants. From the air 
we breathe to the food we eat, plants play a vital role in our survival. The images presented in this 
panel serve as a visual metaphor for the botanical world's vital role in our lives. Each human body 
part was constructed on a lightbox in a studio setting. The plant materials used were carefully 
chosen to highlight the connections between the human and the botanical world. They represent the 
interdependence between people and plants and include cultural symbols humans attach to plants. 
Exploring the interrelationship of human and plant life through these images, we are invited to 
contemplate the beauty and complexity of our existence. It reminds us that we are not isolated but 
participants in a vast and interconnected ecosystem and it aims to give us a deeper appreciation for 
the natural world and the role plants play in it.” 
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Ethereal Mind Tender Touch of Strength 

Essence of Love and Life Unassumingly Vital 

Breath of Life Earth’s Garden Within 
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Remembering Richard Pike 

It is with sadness that we have to report the passing of Richard 
Pike, one of the longest serving members of Newbury 
Photography Club. Here are a few words of remembrance from 
Alan Treece, NPC President. 

“Richard was a ‘Gentle’ Man and a kind man and I had the 
pleasure of knowing him for 20 years. 

Photography was Richard’s passion. He got his first camera at 
16 and soon after joined the camera club; he was one of our 
longest serving Members. Through Film, Darkrooms to Digital 
and Mirrorless Richard was always up to date and enjoyed 
exploring all the new technologies.  

Richard was always an active, helpful 
and friendly person. He had served on 
the Committee and every Thursday he 
was at the Club, ready to help or just 
have a chat. Richard was a brilliant 
photographer always trying to 
improve and experiment and to share 
his journey with everyone. Richard 
was made an Honorary Member of 
the Club for his services to the Club. 

With “Winny” his trusty camper van 
bought in 2011 he visited The Lake 
District, Scotland and everywhere 
between. I really got to know Richard on a trip to the Jurassic Coast in 2008 and I remember even 
then him explaining “Depth of Field “to me as the water lapped around our wellies. 

Richard was an excellent Carpenter who produced all of our Print display stands which were the envy 
of the Southern Federation. 

Recently Richard embraced new techniques and experimented with these but, as he said, with 
MARMITE Photography you either love it or you hate it! His Workshops and light painting antics were 
always fun sessions and taken through his kitchen window, his Garden Bird Photography was 
something special. 

Richard was a pleasure to know and a well loved and respected Member of the Club. 

He will be sadly missed! I will miss him deeply and he will not be forgotten.” 

Alan Treece, President Newbury Photography Club 
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SCPF Audio-Visual Championship 2025 

A reminder to all club members that the next championships are rapidly approaching. Last season 
Hailsham PS were winners of the Oak Leaf Salver and Mike Taylor of Gosport CC had the best 
sequence (Circle of Life) – will it be your club or one of your members that triumph this coming 
October? Travel sequences are highly popular so make sure your members are aware before they 
depart for their holidays and can capture the variety of images. As with all the other federation 
championships this is both a club and individual competition so even if only one person from your 
club enters they could still be rewarded. 

As judge this season we welcome back Ian Bateman FRPS MPAGB AV-AFIAP APAGB 
(https://www.youtube.com/@IanBateman). Ian is renowned for his excellent sequences and 
organises many AV events including RPS workshops the PAGB APMs in Audio-visual. He last judged 
for us in 2014. Although too late to help your entries this year he is doing a workshop on 12thOctober 
in Ringwood – advanced booking only, see flyer below. 

Audio-visuals are a set of predominantly still images with an accompanying soundtrack. A limited 
number of third-party images, graphics and video may be used but most, if not all, of the images 
should be the original work the author. Up to three sequences of 2 to 5 minutes duration from 
different authors or co-authors may be entered by a club. Active members of any fully-paid up SCPF 
club may enter. Entries must be received by Sunday the 28th September. Full rules will be published 
shortly on the SCPF website. 

The main event is on Sunday 26th October 2025 kindly hosted by Blandford Forum CC at their venue 
in the west of our region. The pre-judged sequences will be shown between 2 and 5pm with 
comments on each one and a presentation by Ian including some of his AVs. 

Entering the competition remains free as does attendance on the day. Due to the bijoux nature of 
the venue, and it being more remote from many of our clubs, the afternoon’s proceedings will be 
streamed on our YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/@IanBateman
https://bfcclub.co.uk/
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For further information email av-info@southerncountiespf.org.uk. The July 2022 SCPF Newsletter 
contains a useful discussion of the genre with several 
tips. https://southerncountiespf.org.uk/2022/08/july-newsletter-all-things-av/ 

Entries close: Sunday 28th September, Event: Sunday 26 October and Blandford Forum CC, DT11 7RJ. 

The latest edition of RPS AV World e-xtra has just been published and is available to view here and is 
targeted at anyone working with AVs. On page 12 is an invitation to attend an AV online workshop to 
be held over Zoom on Sunday 17th August hosted by the EAF. It is free to join but you will need to 
register. 

 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year 60 

The 60th edition of the internationally 
renowned Wildlife Photographer of the Year is 
currently on display at The Base Gallery, 
Greenham until Sunday 20th July 2025. The 
exhibition is now closed at the Natural History 
Museum, so The Base is one of the only places 

in the country for you to see this incredible 

exhibition before it closes for another year. 

This is well worth a visit and you can book 
tickets here. 

http://av-info@southerncountiespf.org.uk/
https://southerncountiespf.org.uk/2022/08/july-newsletter-all-things-av/
https://gmail.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c4a0ab28333adf14c5745ff04&id=d7076ebefe&e=d48c59d54a
https://thebasegreenham.co.uk/
https://thebasegreenham.co.uk/
https://thebasegreenham.co.uk/event/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-60?fbclid=IwY2xjawLREjdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETB1UjZPdG1jTk5pZEFHaXZNAR59AbNTNBB4ZKf4mgR6k0MQ7RVjj6vfjKhtSjeS9YfcdbIgHD7RqZpHrD38dg_aem_e3LjtnAF8n5CbT7b5zT66w
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